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To 


Radio  Form  Directors 


5.  A  R  Y 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  2,  1959 
Letter  No.  879 


VJhile  we  are  celebrating  Fourth  of  July  in  this  country.  Secretary  Benson 
plans  to  bs  making  a  Fourth- of -July  speech  in  Aalborg,  Denmark.    Among  other 
things,  he'll  discuss  the  Food  for  Peace  Conference  held  here  in  Washington  in 
I-Iay,  and  the  additional  meetings  in  June  on  wheat.    He  expected  to  point  out 
that  it  is  vital  that  surplus  food  producing  countries  use  their  abundance  in 
the  interest  of  peace,  and  to  indicate  that  similar  conferences  on  other  foods 
may  prove  possible  in  the  near  future.    As  the  Secretary  planned  to  tell  the 
Danes,  the  representatives  of  the  nations  at  the  Food  for  Peace  Conference  were 
unanimously  agreed  on  the  need  to  safeguard  commercial  markets  of  other  exporting 
nations.    We  feel  that  normal  commercial  movement  of  foodstuffs  is  just  as  much 
in  keeping  \n.th  the  Food  for  Peace  philosophy  as  is  food  exported  as  donations 
or  in  other  ways.    Like  other  forms  of  distribution,  commercial  sales  in  regular 
market  channels  help  close  the  gap  in  food  supply  and  food  demand.    But  while 
safeguarding  normal  commercial  movement  of  foodstuffs,  the  Food  for  Peace 
conferences  have  set  in  motion  some  efforts  that  can  j.'leld  tangible  benefits  to 
the  free  world  in  making  more  effective  use  of  our  food  supplies  in  helping 
nations  less  fortunate  than  we  are.    Not  only  vrLll  these  supplies  help  feed  needy 
people  —  they  irill  help  to  supply  the  reso\rrces  and  energy  for  carrying  out 
programs  of  economic  development. 

Researchers  Report  Promising  Developments 

With  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  July  1,  our  researchers  reported  progress  on 
a  number  of  different  fronts.    Working  with  the  U.  S.  Army  Chemical  Corps, 
Department  scientists  demonstrated  that  the  highly  flammable  chemical,  ethylene 
oxide,  could  be  used  safely  in  aerosol-cloud  dispensers.    This  has  opened  up 
many  new  uses  for  this  chemical  as  a  sterilizer.    Surveys  indicate  this  product 

may  find  greater  market  use  than  any  of  the  other  present  aerosol  products  

By  the  use  of  several  organic  chemical  insecticides,  other  Department  experimentei 
have  managed,  in  tests,  to  control  the  southern  potato  irireworm,  a  principal 

insect  pest  of  the  early-season  potato  region  of  the  southeast  Although  they 

have  their  fingers  crossed,  USDA  and  California  researchers  think  they  may  have 
eradicated  that  tiny  but  destructive  stone-fruit  and  nut  insect  pest,  the  Hall 
scale.    Unless  continuing  inspections  turn  up  live  insects  during  the  next  12 

months,  they'll  feel  siire  it  is  -vrLped  out  On  the  other  hand,  regulatory  and 

research  vrarkers  in  Mss.,  La.,  Ark.,  Texas,  and  California  are  now  making  a 
comprehensive  survey  of  U.S.  rice -groaning  areas  for  evidence  of  the  destructive 
rice  disease,  hoja  blanca,  or  the  hopper  that  carries  it  from  plant  to  plant.  It 
first  showed  up  year  before  last,  and  then  again  last  year.    Three  years  ago  this 
disease  cut  rice  yields  in  some  Cuban  fields  by  50  percent. 
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Radio-TV  Spots  for  the  Great  Plains 

Prepare  for  the  next  drought.'  -  -  That's  the  message  of  a  series  of  radio 
and  television  spot  announcements  being  produced  by  the  Office  of  Information 
for  use  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States.    Nearly''  every  year,  drought  strikes  some 
part  of  that  vast  and  vital  region.    The  severe  droughts,  such  as  those  of  the 
thirties  and  early  fifties,  have  proved  major  disasters.    These  spot  announce- 
ments, on  a  series  of  discs  and  in  a  series  of  30- second  sound-on  film,  encoiirage 
G-P  fanners  and  ranchers  to  use  conservation  and  management  practices  designed  to 
help  lessen  damage  from  the  next,  inevitable  drought.     If  you  reach  into  the 
Great  Plains  anywhere  and  would  like  to  help  get  this  information  to  your  farm- 
ranch  audience,  drop  a  note  to  your  land  grant  college  radio- television  contact, 
or  vrite  me. 

Coin  Toss  Defeats  Market  Competition 

This  week  the  Department  issued  an  order  for  38  livestock  dealers  on  the 
Kansas  City  Stock  Yards  to  cease  and  desist  from  using  the  "turn  system"  in  their 
trading  in  stocker  and  feeder  cattle.    The  Department  says  this  practice,  in 
which  dealers  drew  numbers  or  flipped  coins  among  themselves  to  determine  the  orde 
in  which  they  would  look  at,  bid  on,  and  buy  cattle,  restricts  open  cornpetition 
and  violates  the  Packers  and  Stockyards  Act. 

RFDs  Win  Request  for  Iferket  Report 

In  response  to  numerous  requests  from  radio,  tele-'/ision,  and  press  news 
outlets,  the  Department  wi3J.  report  trading  at  11  livestock  markets  tomorrow, 
Friday  July  3^  although  that  has  been  designated  a  non-work  day  for  most  Governmen' 
offices.    AMS  is  keeping  a  part-time  staff  at  those  markets  because  of  the 
importance  of  the  Friday  hog  trade  at  those  points.    The  11  markets  are  Chicago; 
Indianapolis;  Kansas  City;  National  Stock  Yards,  111.;  Omaha;  Peoria;  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D. ;  South  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  South  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  and  the 
Interior  Iowa-Southern  Minnesota  direct  marketing  area  through  the  Des  Moines 
office. 

Any  Rural  Development  by  Radio-TV? 

R.D.P.  Joe  Doherty  reports  the  Lincoln  Coimty,  Nevada,  Rural  Development 
Committee  is  first  in  the  field  \rith  a  county-'vn.de  newsletter  to  help  spread 
information  about  the  program.    The  Letter  contains  stories  on  land  use,  a 

pending  market  siorvey,  recreational  area  development,  etc  In  Fayette 

Coimty,  Pa. ,  Rural  Development  people  have  formed  a  new,  non-profit  organization 
to  promote  farm  vacations  for  city  people  and  tourism  in  their  neighborhood. . . . 

 In  Louisiana,  the  Franklin  Parish  Rviral  Development  Program  is  helping 

turn  their  formerly  all-cotton  parish  into  a  vegetable  grot/ing  center.    Last  year 
they  put  up  a  new  vegetable  shipping  shed,  complete  with  grading  machines. 

More  Cigarettes  from  Less  Tobacco 

Yesterday  AI-IS  issued  its  quarterly  report  on  the  Tobacco  Situation.    It  noted 
that  in  the  year  just  ended,  this  country  turned  out  18  percent  more  cigarettes 
than  five  years  ago,  but  used  only  a  little  more  home-gro\m  tobacco  in  doing  it. 
The  two  chief  reasons  (l)  the  smaller  size  column  of  tobacco  in  the  individual 
cigarette  \rith  the  tremendous  increase  in  filter-tips;  and  (2)  important  changes 
in  tobacco  technology,  including  processed  sheet  tobacco  making  more  use  of 
stems.    More  cigarettes  can  now  be  made  from  a  given  quantity  of  tobacco  than  a 
few  years  ago. 


i 


KFDs  'Talk  of  the  Town' 
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Perhaps  you  noticed  in  the  Jme  27  issue  of  "The  TIev  Yorker"  that  the  NAS^RFD 
meeting  also  gave  the  Manhattanites  a  look  at  their  City  as  a  fann  market.  And 
that  "ruddy,  k-E  type"  Prexy  Maynard  Speece,  WCCO,  filled  in  the  city  cousin 

editor  on  -why  "our  wired-for-sound  agrarians"  went  to  to\m  The  June  issue 

of  "U.S.  Radio"  magazine  leads  off  t-zith  a  farm  radio  outlook  interviei^r  ^^ith 
President  Speece  and  followed  id-th  a  13-page  feature  "The  Change  Doim  on  the  Farm" 
analyzing  farm  radio,  programming,  problems,  and  advertising  relations  plus  8  pages 
of  testimonial  by  two  heavy  users  of  fann  I'adio  and  many  ads  by  stations  featuring 

their  farm  services  and  "...in  the  public  interest,  convenience  and  necessity" 

Gen'l  I4gr.  Atlass,  IffiBM-TV,  sends  us  a  handsome  little  illustrated  brochxire  on  the 
public  affairs  activities  of  their  station  during  the  past  year.     It  includes 
George  Menard  on  his  "Fami  Daily"  program;  backed  by  weather  map  and  members  of 

the  Illinois  Holstein  Friesian  Ass'n  and  a  live  prize  heifer  on  camera  

Cordell  Hatch,  U.  of  Tenn.  Ext.  reports  he's  now  getting  double-duty  from  his  farm 
tapes.    By  agreement  with  the  Editor  of  "The  Tennessee  Fanaer  and  Homemaker",  the 
Mag.  uses  selected  tapes  for  a  column  "Taping  the  Experts  ^rith  Cordell  Hatch  Ivfeimin, 

the  Mke."    Network  radio  took  advantage  of  the  presence  of  jMATRFD  too. 

KBC's  Morgan  Eeatty  interviewed  John  McDonald,  WSM,  IJashville,  and  Herb  Plambeck, 
VJHO,  Des  Moines,  while  the  RFDs  were  meeting  in  New  York. 

Soil  and  Water  Use  in  USSR 

Signs  point  to  rapid  improvement  in  soil  conservation  and  significantly  better 
crop  yields  in  the  Soviet  Union.    So  concludes  the  U.S.  technical  team  which  went 
to  Russia  to  get  a  close-iip  on  soil  and  vater  use  there.    They  expect  labor 
efficiency  to  rise  also  -  but  that  vn.ll  depend  a  lot  on  alternative  job  opportuni- 
ties.   Many  farms  in  the  USSR  have  tin.ce,  or  even  three  times,  the  labor  they  real  1  -y 
need.    These  experts  say  that  everything  considered,  basic  soil  conservation 
planning  is  firmly  established  in  the  Soviet  Union.    They  were  particularly  '  ;  : 
impressed  \rith.  the  careful  selection  of  soils  in  the  new- land  country  to  avoid  blow- 
ing and  erosion,  and  in  irrigated  areas  to  avoid  soils  that  cannot  be  economically 
irrigated.    They  were  impressed  too  that  Russian  research  scientists  are  better 
informed  on  the  results  of  U.S.  research  than  our  researchers  are  in.th  Soviet  find- 
ings.   Russians  have  led  in  the  broader  classification  and  mapping  of  soils,  but 
their  soil  maps  are  not  as  detailed  as  those  now  being  made  in  the  U.S.    This  team 
thinks  it  \rLll  become  more  and  more  urgent  for  U.S.  scientists  to  become  more 
currently  familiar  ^n.th  Soviet  soil  research. 

Danger  If  Cattle  Outrun  People 

The  danger  for  the  future  in  the  cattle  business  lies  in  not  where  we  are,  but 
where  we  may  go.    As  AMS  livestock  economist  Harold  Breimyer  points  out  we  need 
about  tvro  million  more  cattle  and  calves  each  year  to  keep  up  vnth  population.  But 
the  smaller  slaughter  to  date  makes  it  look  like  we  may  have  four  to  five  million 
more  head  next  January  than  we  had  last  January.    That  would  make  tin.ce  as  many 
head  of  cattle  as  we  need.    He  says  that  while  cattle  herds  are  being  built  up 
there  is  no  sign  of  what's  coming.    The  danger  is  where  the  trend  i/ill  lead,  not 
where  it  is  now.    The  fact  that  cow  herds  have  not  yet  been  expanded  much  is 
evidence  that  the  number  of  cattle  is  not  yet  too  large.    The  danger  of  over- 
expansion  is  a  future  danger.    The  next  12  months  will  determine  whether  the  danger 
becomes  real,  or  whether  cattlemen  \rill  manage  to  avoid  it. 

How  Judge  Lightning  Protection  on  Your  Farm  -  Every  year  more  than  ^^00  persons  are 
killed  and  more  than  1,000  are  injured  in  these  United  States.    That's  not  counting 
fire  losses  and  livestock  losses  caused  by  lightning.    Farmers'  Bulletin  2136 
"Lightning  Protection  for  the  Farm"  can  at  least  tell  you  how  to  inspect  lightning- 
protection  systems  already  installed. 
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Hauls  in  Nets  Next  Week  July  6-11 

"Natiomade  Crop  Report"  -  with  Henry  Schacbt,  KNBC;  San  Francisco;  Dale 
Williams,  Iowa  State  College;  Harvey  Dinkins,  WSJS,  Winston-Salem,  N.C.;  Robert 
Miller,  WLW,  Cincinnati;  Frank  Atvood,  IvTIC,  Hartford,  Conn.;  and  the  USDA 
summary  live  from  Washington  by  Crop  Board  Chairman  Bert  Newell,  on  the  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hovir,  Sat.  JvCLy  11,  over  NBC.    Also  on  the  same  program 
"Agriculture  at  the  Chicago  International  Trade  Fair" . 

"Bulk  Shipping  of  U.S.  Lard  Overseas"  -  0\nr  FAS  people  report  on  this  new 
way  of  handling  lard  for  export,  on  the  American  Farmer  program  over  the  ABC 
network  Sat.  JvHy  11. 

"High  Amylose  Com"  discussed  by  Dr.  F.  R.  Senti,  of  USDA's  Northern 
Research  Laboratory,  \n.th  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  on  the  Clear  Channel  stations  during 
the  July  11  weekend. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  On  the  Mutual  Net  Mon.  thru  Fri.     (See  your 
local  listings. ) 

USDA  TV  Package  going  out  this  week  illustrates  \iith  10  pictures  FHA's  Farm 
Management  Aid.    And,  to  counties  in  the  Great  Plains  only,  the  story  of  "Stubble 
Mulching"  as  told  in  script  and  12  pictures,  supplemented  by  leaflet  on  "Stubble 
Mulching  in  the  Great  Plains." 

Awaiting  Your  Tape,  We  Have  For  You: 

19A79      "Lightning  Protection  for  the  Fam"  -  A  biilletin  offer,  in  which  Layne 
Beaty  tells  what's  in  the  bulletin  and  offers  it  free.         TIME:  l:hO 

55Q79      "Nevr  Method  of  Sterilizing"  -  Dr.  Robert  Fxilton,  ARS,  describes  it  and 
indicates  its  usefulness  on  farms  as  demonstrated  in  Beltsville  tests. 

TIME:  1:12 

56Q79  "Grotrth  Regulators  Move  Underground  from  Plant  to  Plant"  -  Howard  Hass, 
ARS,  tells  how  atomic  tracers  help  track  do\m  this  important  discovery 
at  Beltsville.  TIME:  1:30 

Smokey  Fan  Mail  by  TV  Net 


Glenn  Kovar,  FS  Info. ,  tells  us  that  when  Smokey  Bear  and  a  forest  ranger 
called  "Ranger  Glenn"  recently  appeared  for  15  min.  8:^5-9:00  a.m.  on  CBS's 
"Captain  Kangaroo"  and  mentioned  their  V/ashington  mailing  just  once  and  only 

audio  iirise,  they  received  about  100,000  fan  letters  "The  Latest  News  by 

Pony  Express  from  the  Gold  diggings  of  KGNO" ,  Dodge  City,  Kansas,  reveals  in 
old-time  poster  format  v^hat  advertisers  get  when  they  sponsor  Dewey  Roimds  and 

Wallace  I/hite  -  very  impressive  lineup  of  program  features.'  The  American 

Feed  Mfg'rs  Ass'n  has  announced  it  vrill  sponsor  a  Second  Award  Program  for 
NATRFDs  in  I960  for  work  done  this  year.    Award  for  outstanding  service  in 
promoting  animal  ag.  by  encouraging  better  breeding,  feeding,  management,  and 
marketing.    All  active  NATRFDs  are  eligible  to  conipete.    Entries  have  to  be  in 
not  later  than  Feb.  1,  I960. 

Gardening  in  the  Evening:     Mass.  Ext.  Woodbridge  Brown  reports  their  Norfolk  Co. 
Agts.  do  a  garden  shov/-  over  WBZ,  Boston,  and  ^^ZA,  Springfield,  each  Monday  eve 
8:30  to  9:00  p.m.    They  ansvrer  phoned- in  garden  problems  on  the  air.  Requests 
indicate  program  both  popular  and  helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Layi/e  Beaty,  Chief  I 
Radio  ci  Television  Service 


RFO  UTTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond^ieyislon  Service 

Office  of  Information  -^j^.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

30  igcr 


Itear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


July  10,  1959 
Letter  No.  88o 


This  afternoon  o\ir  USDA  Crop  Reporting  Board  just  issued  its  very  important 
July  general  crop  report.    Earlier  this  week,  it  came  out  •^■n.th  its  estimate  of 
cotton  acreage  planted  this  year  -  Aiigust  10  the  Board  will  make  its  first 

estimate  this  year  of  cotton  acreage  for  harvest  This  week  the  Department 

also  annouuiced  price  support  activities  on  vrheat,  corn,  soybeans,  and  various 
types  of  tobacco;  and  Department  researchers  came  up  vitli  what  looks  like  some 
very  significant  scientific  developments. 

Farmers  Vote  in  V.Tieat  Referendum  July  23 

If  they  approve  marketing  quotas,  it  was  announced  this  week,  the  national 
average  support  price  for  1960-crop  wheat  in  the  commercial  area  \Till  be  not  less 
than  $1.77  per  bushel.    That  support  price  reflects  75^  parity  price  support  as 

indicated  by  estimated  wheat  supplies  next  JuJ.y  1  1959  crop  price  support 

loans  will  be  available  on  Burley,  flue-cured,  cigar  binder  and  filler,  fire- 
cured,  dark  air-cured,  Virginia  sun-cured  and  Puerto  Rican  tobacco.    The  cents- 
per-poxmd  average  loan  levels  for  the  different  kinds  of  tobacco  v/ill  be  computed 
and  announced  as  of  the  beginning  of  the  marketing  year.    Under  existing  law, 
price  support  at  90  percent  of  parity  is  mandatory  on  designated  types  of  these 
tobaccos. 

Total  Crops  Second  Only  to  Last  Year 

The  Board  reports  the  corn  crop  looks  record  high  by  a  considerable  margin  - 
with  a  15  percent  increase  in  acreage  and  generally  favorable  development  to 
date  in  the  Corn  Belt.    Hot  weather  has  cut  winter  vrheat  prospects  a  little  more. 
Production  of  printer  ivheat  is  estimated  the  fifth  largest  on  record,  but  spring 
wheat  is  the  fourth  smallest  in  the  last  20  years.     Oats  is  the  lowest  in  20 
years.    The  sizable  reduction  in  sorghum  and  soybean  acreage  practically  assures 
a  smaller  output  of  those  crops  this  year.    The  3^  million  acres  planted  this 
year  is  more  than  last  year  or  the  year  before,  but  we2J.  below  other  recent 
years.    The  ^d.eld  per  acre  indication  is  below  last  year,  but  follows  the  generally 
rising  pattern  of  most  of  the  last  ten  years.    Summer  vegetable  production,  ex- 
cluding melons,  is  expected  to  be  3  percent  above  last  year,  but  melons  are  down 
11  percent  due  to  the  smaller  vratermelon  crop.    Hay  tonnage  is  expected  to  vvm  a 
tenth  below  last  year's  record.    Pastiire  and  forage  groT^rth  -v/as  held  back  by 
dryness  in  the  middle  and  lower  Atlantic  Coast,  northern  Plains,  and  Southwest 
but  is  generally  seasonal  or  better  in  other  sections.    Although  the  all-crop 
production  index  is  well  below  last  year,  it  outstrips  the  former  high  production 
years  of  '57^  '5*3  and  'kQ. 


Water  Cycle  on  Megacycles 
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By  way  of  Fieldman  Leon  Sisk,  SCS^  ve  have  a  report  which  may  hold  a  hint  | 
for  getting  more  and  "better  mileage  out  of  outstanding  local  programs.  Recently 
Don  Richardson,  SCS  area  conservationist  of  Tallulah,  La.,  was  recognized  v/ith  a 
certificate  of  merit  and  a  cash  award  from  the  La.  SCS  State  office  for  his 
contributions  to  the  soil  and  water  conservation  program  in  TIE  Louisiana.     One  of 
those  contributions  was  a  30- visuals  documentary  on  the  water- cycle  Don  did  Mith 
Gen'l  Mgr.  Gordon  Canterbury,  KSLE-TY,  Monroe,  La.     It  impressed  Johnny  Walker, 
area  conservationist  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  so  much,  he  made  a  few  changes  in  it  to 
adapt  it  to  Tennessee  and  used  it  on  VffilR-TV,  Knoxville. 

Sphinx  Watches  Hopefx£Lly 

Seven  years  is  just  a  tick  of  the  clock  in  the  long  history  of  Egypt,  but 
USDA's  July  "Foreign  Agriculture"  says  it  is  time  enough  for  the  reform  programs 
started  in  '52  to  take  root  and  grow.    FAS  observers  question  whether  the  faraer's 
diet  has  improved  in  that  time.    They  find  too  he  still  lives  in  a  mud  house  -^rlth 
a  dirt  floor,  his  clothing  is  replaced  one  garment  a  year,  and  his  health  is  at 
the  same  lox/  level.     But  they  say,  the  machinery  for  change  exists.  Programs 
in  improved  livestock  and  poultry,  artificial  insemination,  insecticides  and 
fertilizers,  new  seeds,  better  land  management,  and  better  cultural  practices  are 
under  way.    The  observers  say  the  basic  problem  is  still  too  many  people  on  too 
little  land.    That  problem  ^■T±11  continue  to  make  progress  an  uphill  struggle  on 
the  flat  Nile  delta. 

Tech  Exchange  Team  Takes  Off  for  USSR 

Under  the  U.S. -USSR  scientific  and  technical  exchange  agreement,  nine  groups 
from  the  U.S.  were  to  go  to  Russia  and  nine  from  Russia  were  to  come  here,  during 
1958-59-    Six  from  each  made  the  trips  last  year.    This  week,  the  first  U.S.  team 
this  summer  left  for  the  Soviet  Union.     It  is  made  up  of  seven  entomologists  and 
pest  control  experts,  and  is  the  seventh  U.S.  team  so  far,  and  \7ill  study 
biological  control  of  pests  in  the  USSR. 

Corn  Cross  Challenges  Heredity  Unit  Rule 

One  of  the  oldest  laws  of  heredity  seems  to  have  been  crossed-up  by  two 
series  of  Wisconsin  and  USDA  experiments  in  crossing  corn.     Ever  since  Greger 
Mendel  worked  out  his  laws  of  heredity  on  sweetpeas  in  a  monastery  garden, 
geneticists  have  generally  held  that  genes  are  units  of  heredity  which  do  not 
change.    But  Prof.  R.  A.  Brink,  U.  of  VJis.,  and  E.  H.  Coe,  Jr.  USDA,  at  U.  of 
Mo. ,  have  demonstrated  exceptions  to  that  rule  in  corn.    Prof.  Brink  foimd  the 
piorple  color  in  corn  kernels  could  be  permanently  changed  to  a  nev;-  lighter  shade 
of  purple  in  later  generations.     Now  in  experiments  with  sun- red  corn,  Mr.  Coe 
has  foiond  a  new  converter  gene  that  permanently  changes  the  corn  plant  color. 
He  has  found  that  in  crossing  a  corn  plant  of  intense-red  color  vath  another 
having  a  weak- red  color,  the  intense-red  color  is  permanently  converted  to  weak- 
red  by  the  gene  that  controls  the  weak-red  color.    The  scientists  are  convinced 
by  their  repeated  experiments  that  this  is  no  mere  temporary  masking  such  as  the 
well-knoim  dominance  of  brovm  over  blue  eye  color  under  traditional  Mendelian 
theory.    Further  tests  underway  are  expected  to  increase  man's  knowledge  of 
heredity.    Eventually,  these  findings  may  help  plant  breeders  tremendously.  So 
far,  neither  Brink  nor  Coe  know  how  one  gene  can  pencanently  change  another. 
They  have  sho\ni  it  does  happen. 


Musical  Chairs  at  Jeff.  City 
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HJPr  (Wichita  Falls)  Pres.  and  gen'l  mgr.  Ben  Ludy  tells  us  Roddy  Peeples 
has  returned  to  his  native  Texas  to  team  up  in  Kl-JFT's  farm  department  with  Earl 

Sargent  Ralph  Melon  leaves  Harold  "Smitty"  Schmitz  at  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,, 

to  head  the  farm  service  at  KLUC,  Jefferson  City.    Roddy  has  "been  at  KLIK  in 
recent  months.    Congratulations  to  all  concerned.    Glad  to  hear  again  from  Ben 
Ludy,  long  a  promoter  of  good  farm  broadcasting. 

FAQ  Training  in  Atomic  Ag.  Research 

Beginning  July  20  at  Cornell  U.  a  couple  of  United  Nations  agencies  are 
sponsoring  a  tvo-month  training  program  for  scientists  from  l8  countries.  FAO 
and  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency  aim  to  help  researchers  of  other 
countries  i.inderstand  hov  to  use  radiation  and  radioactive  isotopes  as  tools  of 
agriciiLtural  research.    Only  the  invited  scientists  v/ill  take  part  in  the  experi- 
mental work.    But  the  lectures  may  interest  other  technically  trained  people  and 
interested  persons  are  welcome  to  attend. 

Another  Warning  on  Cattle  Build-up 

In  the  next  12  months,  cattle  slaughter  may  start  upward  and  prices  dotm^rard. 
But  oior  marketing  economists  doubt  the  turn-about  in  volume  of  slaiaghter  next 
year  v/iU  be  big  enough  to  hold  do^.m  very  much  the  rate  at  which  cattle  herds  are 
being  built  up.    In  the  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  issued  Tuesday,  they  again 
pointed  out  that  un2-ess  the  present  rate  -  estimated  at  ^4-  to  5  million  more 
head  a  year  -  is  reduced  soon,  we  can  expect  a  very  large  increase  in  cattle 

slaughter  and  very  sharp  reduction  in  cattle  prices  early  in  the  1960's  

They  also  see  continuing  danger  in  the  hog  situation.    Early  last  year  the  hog- 
corn  ratio  was  record  high.    Recently  it  has  been  c.o\m  near  normal.    They  expect 
it  to  stay  close  to  normal  in  future  months.    That  will  tend  to  slow  up  the  current 
uptrend  in  hog  production.    But,  it  ma.y  not  stop  it  soon.    They  figure  that  if 
farro;7ings  should  be  increased  much  further  next  spring,  hog  prices  would  become 
seriously  depressed  in  the  fall  of  i960. 

Basic  Scientists  Hit  New  Research  Vein 

ARS  researchers  have  made  a  fundamental  discovery  which  may  lead  to  better 
v:ays  to  control  plant  pests.    At  the  Beltsville  Basic  Gro^fth  Regulator  and 
Antibiotic  Laboratory,  they  track  the  movement  of  chemical  compounds  thru  plants 
by  tagging  the  compounds  irlth  radioactive  tracers.    In  this  \my  they  are  trying 
to  find  how  and  where  the  compoimds  go  to  affect  various  groirth  cnanges  in  the 
plant.    In  testing  growth  regulators  this  way  they've  discovered  three  that  exude 
from  the  roots  of  the  treated  plants  into  the  surrounding  soil  in  big  enough 
quantities  to  be  reabsorbed  by  nearby  plants.    These  researchers  now  figxare  if 
they  can  discover  chemicals  that  mil  protect  plants  against  disease,  insects 
or  nematodes,  and  will  move  inside  plants,  and  from  plant  to  plant  in  their 
original  form,  as  these  chemicals  have  done,  the  discovery  might  lead  to 
development  of  an  important  new  weapon  for  farmers  to  use  in  their  fight  against 
crop  pests. 

KGNO  RFDs  Make  Sense  on  Safety:    Dewey  Rounds  and  Wallace  T'/hite  are  promoting 
National  Farm  Safety  in  southwest  Kansas.    Their  cooperation  for  July  19-25 
\T±th.  the  Ford  County  (Kans)  Farm  B\areau  calls  for  climaxing  the  week  with  con- 
tests, big  prizes  and  a  watermelon  feast.    So  we  learn  from  "The  Squealer". 
This  porker  also  tells  us  they  brought  back  the  latest  in  research  on  vegetables 
on  tape  from  two  big  experiment  station  field  days  in  western  Kansas  last  month. 
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Farm  Safety  Week  Schedule  July  19-2^:    Monday  -  Safety  Begins  at  Home;  Tues.- 
Livestoclc;  Vfed.  -  Prevent  Falls;  Thurs.  -  Highway  Safety,  Fri . -Farm  Machinery; 
Sat.  -  Reviev  Yoior  Safety  Program. 

Vote  on  i960  ir.ieat  Quotas  July  23:    See  the  enclosed  USDA  Leaflet  PA  U02.  Note 
too  this  applies  only  in  "commercial"  \fheat  States  -  those  which  have  more  than 
25,000  acres  in  wheat  allotments.    For  I960,  that's  all  except  Alaska,  Conn., 
Fla. ,  La.,  Me.,  Mass.,  Nev. ,  W.  H. ,  R.  I.,  and  Vt. 

Tapelines  for  Ycior  Tape 

5TQ79    "July  23  --  Date  of  the  IJheat  Referendum"  -  So  you'll  have  to  move  fast 
if  you  want  this  one.    CSS  Adm'r  Walter  Eerger  discusses  the  question 
facing  wheat  growers  when  they  vote  in  the  referendum  on  wheat  marketing 
quotas,  July  23  TUvE:  2:52 

58Q79  "A  Good  Year  for  REA"  -  REA  Dep 'ty  Adm'r  Ralph  Foreman  summarizes  the 
progress  in  the  rural  electric  and  telephone  loan  programs  during  the 
past  12  months.  TIME:  1:38 

59Q79    "Something  Ifew.' .'    Lard  Moves  Overseas  as  a  Liquid"  -  Dick  Uelton,  FAS 

tells  Jack  Towers,  RCiTV,  ahout  the  movement  of  U.S.  lard  through  the  St. 
Lawence  Seaway  to  England  as  a  liquid  in  tankers,  TIME:  3:00 

Feature  Performances  in  Farm  Nets  July  I3-I8 

"\-Jheat  Referendum"  -  discussed  by  Ualter  Berger,  Adm'r  of  the  Commodity  Stabiliza- 
tion Service,  in  the  American  Farmer  program  over  ABC  Sat.  July  I8. 
"Deep  Tillage"  -  discussed  by  Dr.  Le%7is  Nelson,  ARS,  over  the  Clear  Channel 
Stations  weekend  of  July  I8. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Fann  Report"  -  on  the  Mutual  Net,  Mon.  thru  Fri.  (See  listings) 
"Make  Farming  Accident  Free"  -  Suggestions  by  five  safety  authorities:  Ordie 
Hogsett,  U.  of  111.;  James  Houseberg,  Cal.  Farm  Bureau;  VJilbur  Stuckey,  Ohio  State 
U;  Grice  Sexton,  Kansas  Farm  Bureau;  and  Maynard  Coe,  National  Safety  Council;  in 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NEC,  Sat.,  July  I8.    Also  USDA  News. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 

This  week  Murray  Miles,  Tenn.  Farm  Bureau  Fed. ,  started  his  fifth  year  of 
taping.    In  the  past  four  years,  he  says  he's  mailed  out  85OO  tapes.    They  serve 

k3  stations  once  each  week  \rLth  a  quarter-hour  program  Murray  Cox,  UFAA, 

Dallas,  reports  he  just  completed  the  lOth  Annual  WAA  Farm  Study  Tour,  taking 
189  Texas  ranchers  and  farmers  through  the  western  half  of  Canada.  Evidently 
these  Texans  by-passed  Alaska,  because  Murray  figures  that  during  the  ten  years 
of  touring  the  over  1,000  different  people  have  only  covered  I3  million  passenger 

miles  Another  Texan,  Malcolm  Orchard  has  gone  far  in  one  jump.  From 

American  Embassy,  Djkarta,  Indonesia,  he  wites  if  we  want  a  little  stuff  from 
Asia  -  either  on  agriculture  or  fisheries  -  he  may  be  able  to  get  us  some  stories 
either  on  16  ram  movies  or  tape.    Thinlcs  maybe  movies  would  be  better  considering 

the  difficiilty  of  the  English  there  Bill  VJard,  Extension  Editor  at  Cornell, 

was  in  the  office  last  week.    He  just  revised  his  1951  book  on  "Reporting 
Agriculture"  through  newspapers,  magazines,  radio  and  TV,  and  says  he's  now 
brought  the  information  on  all  these  right  abreast  of  all  current  developments. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  C:  Television  S 


RFO  LETTER^ 

To  A, 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

RodfD[uy(^T^I^v^Bion  Service 

Office  of  |lnf(fffTii^i6»it^S«tDWjrtinent  of  Agriculture 

^    ^UL  30  19595 


Dear  Fami  Broadcaster; 


u.  s. 


l^tPAJlHIBlT  OF  AemcuiTUJjei 


July  17,  1959 
Letter  Wo.  88l 


¥atch    your  nail  this  veek  end  for     next  Simday's  release  on  the  long- 
range  Conservation  Resei^'e  progran  of  the  Soil  Bank  for  i960.    It  \n.ll  give  you 
the  details  you  may  want  to  get  out  to  your  listeners.    Note  particularly  the 
significant  dates  -  they  might  slip  up  on  some  of  your  customers.    To  be  consid- 
ered for  a  i960  Conservation  Reserve  contract,  f aimers  have  from  August  2h  through 
September  10  this  year,  1959,  to  tell  their  County  ASC  Committees  which  land  they 
would  like  to  put  under  contract,  and  to  ask  a  basic  annual  payment  rate  per  acre 
on  that  land.    Then  they  have  from  September  1^  thorough  September  25,  1959,  to 
submit  their  paj^naent  rate  offer  on  that  land.    Those  whose  offers  are  accepted 
may  then  sign  contracts  for  up  to  10  years,  and  get  a  rental  payment  on  the 
reserved  land  for  the  life  of  the  contract.    They  ^'H-II  receive  cost-sharing  help 
to  establish  approved  conservation  practices  on  the  land.    Your  ASC  office  can 
give  you  any  details  you  need  that  are  not  covered  in  this  release. 

U.S.  Team  to  View  USSR  Forest  Management 

Today  USDA's  Forestry  Observation  Team  took  off  for  30  days  in  the  Soviet 
Union  visiting  research  institutions,  forestry  schools,  and  field  operations  to 
get  a  cross- section  of  how  the  USSR  iDrotects,  manages,  and  uses  its  forest 
products.    From  the  movies  vre've  seen,  seme  of  Russia's  lumbering  operations  are 
the  biggest  since  Paul  Bunyan  began  smnging  his  axe  in  our  o^m  North  and  West. 
Some  of  their  machines  might  even  stall  Babe,  the  Little  Blue  Ox.    Deputy  Ass't 
Chief  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  Dr.  George  Jamison  heads  the  team  of  seven 
forestry  experts  representing  Federal,  State,  and  Industry  research.    This  forestry 
group  is  the  eighth  of  the  nine  ag.  tech  groups  so  far  scheduled  for  exchange 
between  the  U.S.  and  USSR,  and  the  second  to  go  this  season.    Last  year  both 
countries  sent  six  tqams  each. 

Farm  Income  Up:  Egg  Situation  Eases 


This  morning  our  AMS  economists  reported  cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings 
the  first  half  of  this  year  were  only  a  little  smaller  than  the  first  half  of  last 
year.    Lower  average  prices  of  farm  products  were  largely  offset  by  an  increase 
in  volume  of  sales.    But  as  Gov't  pa^rments  vrere  doim,  as  Acreage  Reserve  payments 

were  discontinued,  realized  gross  farm  income  vras  doi-7n  about  1  percent  

Our  poultry  market  men  yesterday  reported  the  outlook  is  for  limited  seasonal  egg 
price  rises  in  the  next  few  months.    As  usual,  rises  ^0.11  probably  increase  most 
in  big  eggs  of  the  better  grades.    U.S.  average  prices  are  not  likely  to  go  beyond 
1958  for  any  length  of  time  until  possibly  the  last  month  or  two  of  the  year. 
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They  Leave  the  I/rivin.c;  to  \7ayiie  and  Hels on 


He  have  a  ne^^r  proraotion  piece  from  Wayne  Liles  and  ITelson  Robinson,  KITTV; 
Oklahoma  City^  which  says  they  travel  over  70,000  miles  a  year  gathering  fam  news 
and  checlcing  latest  developments  in  fariii  and  ranching  methods,  for  their  Morning 
News  and  Fan-a  Iferkets  7:30-7:^5  A.M.  Mon.  thru  Fri.  and  Farm  News  and  Markets 
12:15-12:30  P.M.  Mon.  thru  Fri.    They  fHiu  representative  pens  of  stock  early  in 
the  morning  to  give  viemng  cattlemen  the  latest  information.    The  circular  also 
gives  a  picture  of  the  22  persons  who  work  together  to  produce  the  show.    Eo\t  big 

is  your  program  production  family?  The  weekly  "parade  of  Business"  script 

service  judges  by  the  reaction  it  has  had  to  the  facts  about  the  farm  market 
brought  out  at  the  NATKFD  Convention  in  New  York  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
considerable  pickup  in  ads  aimed  at  the  rural  audience. 

Along  the  World's  Trade  Routes 

Our  Foreign  Agri.  Service  tells  us  that  Australia  is  encouraging  new  crops. 
This  year  1,500  acres  of  soybeans  irere  planted  there  -  Australia's  first  conmercial 

planting  of  soybeans  For  the  first  time  in  history  Greece  has  exported  a 

substantial  quantity  of  wheat  -  150,000  tons  -  to  reduce  her  siorplus  of  low- protein 
soft  red  winter  wheat.    The  Greeks  hope  to  discourage  f\arther  expansion  in  wheat 

acreage  and  increase  feed  grains  and  other  feedstuffs  A  co-op  in  El  Salvador 

is  building  a  milk  pasteurizing  plant  -  to  process  55,000  pounds  of  milk  a  day  - 

on  the  outskirts  of  San  Salvador  Several  bulk  shipments  of  U.S.  liquefied 

lard  have  been  shipped  through  the  St.  Lavnrence  Seaway.    Recently  Canadian  lard 
from  Alberta  -  25  railroad  tank  cars  of  it  -  was  also  shipped  to  Montreal  for 
loading  in  liquid  form  on  tankers  for  the  U.K.;  another  indication  the  lique- 
faction shipping  technique  may  nake  North  American  lard  more  competitive  with 
continental  European  lard  in  the  British  market. 

Real  Cool  Way  to  Load  Apples 

USDA  and  Maine  market  experimenters  report  a  new  load  pattern  under  test. 
It  promises  to  deliver  apples  in  better  condition  -  especially  dirring  the  warmer 
months  of  apple  shipping.    These  experts  say  the  better  loading  for  apples  in 
fiberboard  boxes  reduces  container  and  apple  damage  and  improves  refrigeration  of 
the  fruit  in  transit.    They  load  the  boxes  so  as  to  provide  continuous  air 
channels  from  front  to  rear  and  along  each  sidewall  for  the  return  flow  of  air 

to  the  refrigeration  unit  at  the  front  of  the  trailer  A  recent  shift  to 

mechanical  harvesting  of  snap  beans  has  brought  about  the  need  for  revising  the 
standards.    Mechanical  harvesting  results  in  many  small  beans  and  mechanically 
damaged  beans  being  brought  to  the  plants.    The  revised  standards  \rill  become 
effective  this  month. 

Clean-Wool  Measure  Adapted  to  East 

The  "squeeze  box"  device  used  to  calculate  the  weight  of  clean  fleeces  of 
western  range  sheep  is  being  adapted  to  use  in  eastern  farm  flocks  by  ARS  Dr. 
George  Sidwell.    This  simple  machine  malces  possible  selection  of  individual 

sheep  in  a  wool  improvement  prograra  This  week  USDA  and  nine  SE  State 

Experiment  Stations  released  a  new  soybean  variety  called  Hill.     Hill  is  a  little 
earlier  than  the  popular  Dorman  and  more  resistant  to  foliage  diseases  and  lodging. 
Hill  will  probably  replace  later-maturing  varieties  in  Delaware  and  Maryland.  In 
other  areas  it  may  be  grovm  as  an  early  variety  along  with  Hood  and  Lee  that 
mature  later  than  Hill  to  extend  the  harvest  period. 


Any  Uniq.ue  Ways  to  Cover  Fairs?  - 
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If  so,  Orion  Samuelson,  \7BAY-TV,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  woiild  appreciate  some 
ideas  on  hov  to  do  it.    He  plans  to  cover  17  County  Fairs  on  radio  and  television 
this  year,  but  they  have  no  mobile  unit.    We'd  say  Orion  managed  right  veil  the 
last  three  days  of  June  putting  on  the  annual  Wisconsin  Farm  Progress  Days. 
He  spent  those  three  days  and  nights  right  there  on  the  Fairgrounds.    Bid  both 
their  5:15-7:00  A.M.  "Morning-on-the-Farm"  shov  and  a  k:k^  P.M.  program  there  - 
;-n.th  an  assist  from  nine  heifers  that  shared  the  tent  with  then.    As  the  event 
took  place  70  miles  from  their  studio,  each  afternoon  and  the  following  morning 
they  shot  l6  mm  film,  rushed  it  back  to  Green  Bay,  processed  and  edited  it  and 
had  it  on  the  air  on  their  noon  show  at  12:30.    Orion  sat  dom  in  front  of  a  TV 
set  at  the  grounds  and  watched  the  film,  and  narrated  it  from  there  via  their 
phone  line.    He  says  it  worked  very  well,  not  only  on  news  and  features,  but  on 
commercials.    Several  of  their  sponsors  had  exhibits  on  the  grounds,  so  they 
filmed  them,  described  them,  and  invited  people  to  stop  in  when  they  attended  the 
Farm  Progress  Days. 

Beefed-Up  A-nimals  Boost  Output 

There ' s  more  to  the  increase  in  our  cattle  herd  than  shows  in  Just  counting 
the  number  of  head  of  cattle  on  farms.    Cattle  numbers  have  just  kept  pace  with 
human  population.    But  beef  output  has  outrun  population  enough  for  each  of  us  to 
have  25  percent  more  beef  to  eat.    Our  economists  explain  in  Alois's  July  "Agricul- 
tural Situation"  that  this  is  traceable  to  six  trends:    Over  the  past  30  years: 
(l)  More  of  all  o\ir  cattle  are  beef  cattle;  (2)  More  of  all  our  beef  cattle  are 
cows  -  steers  and  heifers  are  raised  faster  now  than  formerly;  (3)  More  cows 
now  have  a  calf;  (k)  More  calves  are  raised  to  maturity- -this  trend  speeded  by 
more  feedlot  feeding  and  better  feeding.   (5)  Death  loss  has  been  reduced  one-fifth 
(6)  Finally,  average  dressed  weights  of  cattle  slaughter  have  increased.  Some 
question  whether  heavier  weights  are  desirable  -  but,  anyv^ay,  when  weights  are 
heavier  more  beef  is  produced  per  animal. 

"Food":  Subject  of  '59  Yearbook 

Alfred  Stefferud,  Ed.  of  the  USDA  Yearbook  of  Agriculture,  tells  us  the  '59 
book  is  on  "Food"  in  all  its  phases.    He  doesn't  yet  know  what  the  release  date 
will  be.    If  you're  reasonably  sure  you'll  want  a  copy  for  review  on  radio  or 
television,  let  us  know  by  letter  or  card  before  August  8,  and  we'll  try  to  get 
an  advance  review  copy  to  you,  as  soon  as  they're  available.    If  you  can't  do  a 
review  of  the  book,  though,  you'll  have  to  wait  for  your  reference  copy  after 
release  date.    Just  between  us  chickens,  we  expect  the  Yearbook  under  that  title 
to  prove  highly  popular. 

Another  State  Wins  High  Health  Rating 

In  the  past  five  years,  the  Federal-State  brucellosis  eradication  campaign 
has  cut  in  half  the  brucellosis  infection  rate  in  this  country.  Progress 
reports  show  52-|  percent  of  the  3,152  comties  in  the  U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  Virgin  Islands  have  passed  the  first  big  marker  on  the  way  toward  complete 
freedom  from  this  damaging  cattle  disease.    Not  more  than  one  percent  of  their 
cattle  nor  more  than  five  percent  of  their  herds  are  still  infected.  Nineteen 
entire  States  in  the  continental  U.S.  have  now  been  classed  in  this  category. 
The  nineteenth  and  latest  -  as  we  go  to  press  -  is  Arizona.    The  others  are 
Maryland,  Nevada,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Maine,  Mchigan,  I^innesota 
New  Hampshire,  New  Mexico,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Utah,  Vermont,  Washington  and  Wisconsin.    Since  contact  \d.th  brucellosis-infected 
animals  or  animal  products  can  cause  \andulant  fever  in  man,  this  is  a  gain  for 
public  health  in  general. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 

Calvin  Pigg,  IJBAP,  Fort  Worth;  is  going  out  for  the  early  birds  now  vith  a 
5-min.  farra  shov  "Farm  Headlines"  at  5:55  a.m.  including  daily  \rind  velocity  and 

forecast  for  cotton  growers  Mary  Lou  Pfeiffer,  IJRFI),  Uorthington,  Ohio, 

the  unofficial  "Sweetheart  of  NATRFD"  is"' going  to  Ohio  Northern  University  at 
Ada,  Ohio,  as  Admissions  Counsellor.    She  plans  to  do  a  regular  TV  show  in  Lima, 
Ohio,  later  in  the  fall,  after  she  gets  her  bearings  guiding  the  students. 

Congratulations,  Mary  Lou  Stan  Meyer  has  left  I'JFBB,  Great  Falls,  Mont., 

to  become  Dir.  of  Advertising  for  a  Montana  flour  mills  company.    Good  luck,  Staii 

 John  Douglass,  dir.  of  rural  brdcsts  of  the  Australian  B'cstg. 

Commission,  writes  of  a  recent  6,000-mile  trip  around  the  SW  and  northern  parts 
of  his  continent,  where  he  shot  crocodiles,  buffaloes,  wild  donkeys,  kangaroos 
and  wild  dogs  and  went  "pearling"  in  Australia's  mid-winter  -  88  degrees  F. 
Better  wear  your  woolens,  John. 

For  Dubbing  on  Your  Tape  -  Send  Tape  .  .  -  

60Q79      "For  1959  -  More  Corn"  but  less  other  feed  grains.    Al'IS  Field  Crops 
Brancher  Elbert  Schlotzhauer  comments  on  the  recent  July  crop  report. 

TIME:  2:l6 

6lQ79      "i960  Conservation  Reserve"  -  George  Loesing,  RLW,  explains  this  feature 
of  the  Soil  Bank.    He  emphasizes  four  significant  dates  farmers  should 
remember  in  planning  to  take  part  in  this  new  program.  TIME:  2:U6 

62Q79      "The  Egg  Situation"  -  AMS  Poultry  Outlooker  Ed  Karpoff  tells  Jack  Towers 
about  the  egg  supply  and  forecasts  the  trend  in  supply  and  prices  the 
rest  of  this  year  and  beyond.  TBIE:  3:00 

Here's  Prime  Farm  Listening  July  20-25 

"Storm  IJaming  on  Cattle"  delivered  by  AMS  Harold  Breimyer,  over  the  Clear  Channel 
Stations  during  weekend  of  July  25- 

"Field  Day  on  Handling  Farm  Materials",  as  reported  by  U.  of  Conn.  Don  Nelson  from 
Partridge  Hall  Farm,  Middlebury  on  the  "American  Farmer"  program  over  ABC,  Sat. 
July  25  -  a  big  event  of  the  year- sponsored  by  Extension,  a  Connecticut  power 
company,  and  "Successful  Farming"  magazine.    A  demonstration  of  how  dairy  farmers 
can  boost  production,  lower  costs,  decrease  their  work  load  and  increase  profits 
by  the  vmy  they  handle  equipment. 

"FFA  Building  Dedication  and  National  Leadership  Conference"  in  the  National 
Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  NBC  Sat.  July  25. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  -  on  the  Mutual  Net,  Mon.  thru  Fri.  12:05  EDT. 

How  Does  Your  Garden  Grow?    Jim  Hansen,  KOMO,  Seattle,  tells  us  that  in  addition 
to  his  weekly  half-hour  television  garden  shov:,  he  operates  a  telephone  and  mail 
question- an d-answer  series  for  gardeners,  and  his  fana  and  gaxden  service  also 
includes  some  gardening  in  his  daily  fifteen  minute  radio  farm  show  and  his 
fifteen-minute  TV  show  in  the  early  morning.    Jim  is  an  ag.  engineer  by  training 
and  got  into  radio  at  Wash.  State  College.    He  piilled  off  what  he  calls  a  very 
successful  poultry  series  recently. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio     Television  /Service 

P.S.    We  enclose  some  pictures  on  new  uses  for  farm  products  (Pictiire  Story 
No.  118).    You  can  get  the  more  complete  story  in  our  Ag.  Info.  Bui. 
No.  209  "New  Uses  for  Farra  Products." 


1  U.  s  / 


Radio  Farm  Dire-ctors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


July  2h,  1959 

Dear  Fam  Broadcaster:  Letter  STo.  882 

Yesterday  wheat  fanners  voted  approval  of  marketing  quotas  for  their  i960 
crops;  Secretary  Benson  annoimced  Federal  grading  of  lamb  and  autton  carcasses 
^•n.11  continue,  and  grade  standards    may  be  revised;  and,  earlier  in  the  week,  the 
Bepartment  reconmended  acreage  guides  for  "^o-nter  vegetables  and  potatoes. 

Results  of  IJheat  Quota  Referendum 

Preliminary  returns  from  the  referendum  in  the  vheat  States  yesterday  indi- 
cate that  the  farmers  voting  favored  marketing  quotas  for  their  I960  wheat  crops, 
by  more  than  80  lercent.    Secretary  Benson  proclaimed  the  quotas  last  June,  and 
now  that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  famers  voting  have  approved,  those  marketing 
quotas  lall  be  in  effect  for  the  I960  crop.    This  v/as  the  ninth  time  farmers  have 
voted  marketing  quotas  for  \jh.ea.t.    Thirty-nine  States  were  involved  in  the 
referendum.    199^2^1-0  farmers  favored  compared  \n.th  38,522  opposed.    Commenting  on 
the  returns.  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  less  than  a  fourth  of  those  who 
were  eligible  voted  and  they  represented  only  about  10  percent  of  the  nation's 
wheat  grov/ers.    Sixty  percent  of  the  nation's  vrfieat  producers  were  not  eligible 
to  vote  because  they  did  not  have  allotments  over  15  acres. 


On  Proposing  Better  Lamb  Grades 


The  Secretari--  has  invited  livestock  and  meat  people  and  other  interested 
parties  to  submit  any  proposals  they  may  have  for  iiiipro^/ing  grade  standards  for 
lamb  and  mutton  carcasses.    Such  proposals  should  be  in  by  September  1.  The 
Department  wouJLd  make  public  the  recommended  changes  by  October  1,  in  the 
expectation  that  revised  standards  would  be  announced  by  December  1  of  this  year. 
In  the  meantime,  present  Federal  grading  of  lamb  and  mutton  carcasses  vn.ll  con- 
tinue.   Since  I  lay  25,  the  Department  has  been  getting  and  analyzing  the  views 
of  interested  individuals  and  groups.    One  of  the  chief  complaints  has  been  that 
present  standards  put  too  big  a  premium  on  over-fat  lamb.    But  the  preponderance 
of  the  views  was  for  continuing  Federal  grading  of  lamb  and  mutton.    If  improved 
grade  standards  for  lamb  and  mutton  are  not  developed  to  meet  more  adequately 
the  needs  of  the  industry,  the  Department  will  give  further  consideration  to 

suspending  this  ser\d.ce  At  least  nine  egg  production  and  marketing 

firms  in  the  U.S.,  vrhich  o\m  both  production  and  marketing  facilities,  and  sell 
direct  to  consumer  or  retailer,  have  100,000  hens  each.    So  report  the  AI4S 
specialists  who  made  a  pilot  study  of  29  big  firms  operating  one  form  or  another 
of  vertical  integration  in  eggs.    For  fui-ther  details  see  USDA  Marketing  Research 
Report  I'lo.  332. 
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Reports  from  Crops  and  Markets  Abroad 


Oiu-  FAS  reports  irorld  feed  grain  exports  continue  the  upward  trend  started  foiir 
years  ago.    Chiefly  responsible:  a  sharp  rise  in  U.S.  feed  grain  exports;  some  in- 
crease from  Ai-gentina,  together  uibh  shipments  from  Canada  and  Australia  The 

largest  meat -marketing  center  in  Europe  -  now  being  built  xn  Hamburg^  Germany  is 

scheduled  to  open  early  next  year  As  a  result  of  five  devastating  hm^ricanes 

in  a  row  on  its  east  coast^  the  new  Malgache  Republic^  formerly  Madagascar^  plans 

more  farming  and  livestock  in  its  less  developed  southwest  coast  The  Syrian 

Tobacco  Monopoly  is  converting  a  former  textile  factory  into  a  headquarters  tobacco 

plant  and  plans  a  5-year  e;rpansion  of  its  tobacco  export  business  This  spring's 

dry  weather  m  the  Dominican  Republic  prevented  many  tobacco  farmers  there  from 
planting  tobacco^  so  they  are  said  to  have  shifted  to  peanuts. 

Coupon  Offer  Effect  on  Food  Sales 

As  far  as  food  fats  and  oils  are  concerned,  corxpon  offers  and  2-for--the  price- 
of  one  deals  don't  appreciably  boost  the  total  market.    They  just  cause  temporary 
shifts  from  one  brand  to  another.    So  say  U3DA  researchers  in  the  forthcoming 
"Agricultural  Marketing"  -  out  late  next  wee2c.    They  answer  a  lot  of  other  questions 
about  such  deals  in  that  August  release.     Other  articles  in  the  same  issue  discuss 
savings  in  mechanical  loading  out  fruits  and  vegetables  in  wholesale  warehouses, 
analyze  the  integrated  production  and  marketing  of  eggs    indicate  that  livestock 
producers^  processors  and  distributors  can  look  toward  the  Nation's  schools  as' an 
expanding  market  for  meat  products    describe  a  new  automatic  peanut  sampler,  and 
suggest  the  best  way  to  fight  insects  in  tobacco  wai-ehouses. 

Castor  Oil  for  Auto  Crash  Fads 

In  a  search  for  economic  uses  for  castor  beans>  USDA  researchers  predicted  yes 
terday  a  substantial  future  market  for  use  of  castor  oil  in  diock-absorbing  rubber- 
like foam  for  automobile  dashboard  crash  pads  and  similar  purposes.    They  say  foams 
made  with  as  much  as  70  "to  80  percent  castor  oil;  with  texture  varying  from  soft 
and  spongy  to  hard  and  rigid^  can  be  produced.    They  point  out  a  market  is  already 
estab?.ished  for  castor  oil  as  a  raw  material  in  jet-engine  and  other  industrial 
lubricants.,  in  cosmetics,,  and  in  medicines.    They  figure  that  by  next  year  50  to  60 
million  pounds  a  year  of  lurethane  foams  may  be  marketed.    Their  researchers  indicate 
castor  oil  can  become  the  main  ingredient  in  this  type  of  plastic  foam.  These 
scientists  are  continuing  their  efforts  to  gain  more  basic  knowledge  of  castor  oil 
and  its  uses . 

Carl^  Cattlemen    Cookei-y.  CowBelles  and  Cummberbund.    Caramba  '.  ! 

Carl  Meyerdirk,  ICVOO;  Tulsa,,  reports  a  bar- b--q  forum  at  the  C.  of  C,  with  the 
Okla.  Cattlemen's  Ass'n.^  The  CowBelles    and  outdoor  cooking  equipment  mfgs.,  tak- 
ing part.    Carl  will  chairman  the  affair  which  will  include  i-ooking  on  ohe  streets. 
V7e  knoxr  it  can  get  hot  m  Tulsa,  but  Carl  goes  on  to  say;  'l/e  will  also  have  a  big 
leather  exhibit  at  the  limcheon  where  we  will  demonstrate  o;;tdoor  cooking  of  sev- 
eral cuts  of  beef'  -  separated  from  the  leather,  v/e  hope.'     Last  month,  Carl,  re- 
splendent in  white  dinner  jacket,  green  tie;  and  cummerbund,  presided  as  State 
chairman  at  the  coronation  of  the  Oklahoma  Dairy  Piincess  USDA's  Crop  Re- 
porting Boai'd  reported  today  that  this  year's  calf  crop  Mill  run  about  2  percent 
aliead  of  last  year  and  7  percent  above  the  10- year  average.    This  is  the  first  in- 
crease from  uhe  previous  year  since  the  record  crop  of  '5'-i--    More  cows  and  heifers 
and  an  increase  in  the  percentage  of  calves  are  causing  the  e:cpected  increase  in 
cal  es  this  year. 
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Oregon  Joins  Brucellosis  Control  Honor-Roll 

Nov  twenty  States  have  attained  classification  as  modified- certified 
brucellosis  areas.    These  twenty  have  not  more  than  1  percent  of  their  cattle 
or  more  than  5  percent  of  their  herds  infected  vith  this  costly  disease  of 
cattle.    Other  than  Oregon,  the  States  are  Arizona,  Ife.ryland,  Nevada,  Mass., 
Connecticut,  Eelavare,  Maine,  Lfichigan,  Minnesota,  Nev  Hampshire,  Nev  Mexico, 
New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Utah,  Vermont,  Washington, 
and  Wisconsin.    What's  more.  North  Carolina,  which  was  the  first  State  to  \7±n 
this  recognition,  is  now  setting  the  pace  toward  the  next  pole  ahead.     In  the 
continuing  National  testing  program  to  completely  wipe  out  this  disease,  152  of 
the  1,656  counties  to  achieve  certification  have  reported  no  infected  animals 
present  for  the  past  three  or  more  years.    Thirty- three  of  those  152  counties  are 
in  North  Carolina. 

Seaway  Forts  to  Get  U.S.  Grain  Inspection 

Official  inspection  services  for  grain  from  the  U.S.  "VTill  "be  provided  at 
Canadian  points  along  the  St.  Lav/rence  "v;ater\ra.y.    The  Department  announced  this 
action  yesterday  to  facilitate  the  marketing  of  U.S.  grain  in  export  channels. 
The  service  will  he  provided  on  a  fee  basis  irpon  request  of  interested  parties. 
Inspection  and  certification  vn.ll  be  on  the  basis  of  U.S.  official  grade  standards. 

Up  Trend  Noted  in  Cattle  T-B 

In  the  past  seven  years,  the  number  of  cattle  reacting  to  the  TB  test  has 
begun  to  gradually  increase.    It  is  still  way  down  conrpared  to  forty  years  ago. 
But  USDA,  Ifichigan  State,  and  the  U.  of  Wisconsin  scientists  have  decided  it  is 
about  time  we  found  a  new  ■vra.y  to  reverse  this  present  trend.    They  have  started 
studies  they  expect  to  result  in  better  trays  to  detect  and  deal  T/ith  this  very 
complex  disease  of  livestock.    They  laiow  the  type  of  TB  that  infects  humans 
doesn't  usually  attack  cattle,  but  the  lQ.nd  in  cattle  can  cause  the  disease  in 
humans,  hogs,  dogs,  cats,  and  canaries.    And  the  avian  strain  of  TB  that  affects 
birds  of  the  air  and  the  barnyard  can  also  produce  the  disease  in  sheep  and  hogs, 
but  the  scientists  don't  yet  laaow  whether  it  produces  TB  in  cattle.    They  hope  to 
clear  iip  some  of  these  confusions  and  get  a  new  start  on  -vrLping  out  this  menace. 

Winter  Potatoes  and  Vegetables  Gtddes 

The  Department  has  suggested  -vrLnter  potato  growers  put  about  the  same  acreage 
in  potatoes  for  I960  as  they  had  in  this  past  year.    It  has  recommended  a  3  per- 
cent cut  in  acreage  for  1960-crop  \7inter  vegetables  for  fresh  use.    That  is  the 
total  acreage  cut  for  the  I6  winter  vegetables  for  which  guides  are  issued.  Of 
course,  it  includes  suggestions  for  raising  some  and  cutting  do'^-m  on  plantings 
of  others.    The  Department  recommends  a  boost  of  15  percent  in  tri.nter  tomato 
acreage,  10  percent  boost  in  snap  beans,  and  65  percent  more  in  cucumbers.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  s\iggests  a  15  percent  decrease  in  cabbage,  the  same  percentage 
decrease  in  escarole,  and  a  like  cut  in  green  peppers.    These  guides  are  designed 
to  help  growers  fit  production  to  the  likely  market.    On  the  suggested  acreages, 
if  marketings  follow  a  normal  time-pattern,  the  giiiders  say  supplies  sho\ald 
amount  to  enough  to  meet  all  needs  at  a  continuing  high  level  of  consumer  demand. 

Cooperation  vrLth  the  guides  is  entirely  voluntary  They  don't  plan 

to  use  Missouri  River  barge  traffic  to  do  it,  but  "Smitty"  Schmitz,  ICFEQ,  St. 
Joseph,  and  Ralph  Melon,  ICLIK,  Jefferson  City,  will  coordinate  their  programming, 
with  Smitty  calling  the  turn  and  Ralph  feeding  in  state  legislative  stioff .  The 
two  stations,  200  miles  apart,  are  jointly  ovmed.    Though  other  stations  have 
joint  ovjnership,  we  believe  this  farm  show  arrangement  is  unique.    Are  we  correct? 


Television  Home  Features  for  A'.igust 


Beside  the  very  helpfu.l  suggestions  on  removing  stains  from  fabrics  •   one  of  the 
most  popular  subjects  with  homemai^ers  any  month  in  the  year  •-  Edith  Swings  RosT^/  tells 
us  USDA's  TV  Home  Features  for  August  will  flash  a  couple  of  striking  safety  hints  on 
lightnings     Lightning  Protection  in  the  Country  .  and    Dangei-  from  High  Voltage 
Electric  Hires'   even  when  there's  no  storra  about.    Then^  of  course ^  you'll  have  the 
usual  mon'chly  pre- view  on    Plentiful  Foods  for  Au^gust.'     All  due  to  get  to  you  next 
weei: .  ^  - .  .j  • 

Z^^SIL.??-'^  Home;,  Farm  or  Town  House  TV 

USDA  TV  Packages  going  out  this  week  will  get  you  into  the  great  outdoors 
'  Talking  A  Vacation'^''  in  one  of  our  l-:8  National  Foi-ests^  administei'ed  for  yom-  high- 
est pleasure  and  convenience^  b?/  the  U.S.  Forest  Sei'vice.     This  program  features  the 
five-year  'Operation  Outdoors'  program  to  make  our  forests  better  recreation  places 
than  ever  before  ....  .Another  TV  Package  ready  this  v/eek  illustrates  the  '  New  Corn  for 
Industry'  with  manj''  different  maiket  possibilities,   from  edible  transparent  film  for 
food  packaging  to  beautiful  new  fibers,   fabric  finishes;,  and  adhesive  coatings  for 
paper.    This  new  corn  is  high  m  amy  lose  starch      \/hile  oi-dinary  corn  has  about  27^ 
amylose  starchy  the  new  corn  developed  by  oui-  researchers  has  75  percent  amylose^  and 
they ' re  aiming  at  100  percent . 


Araong  the  Widest  Single  Userc  of  Agri .  Info . 

'Modern  Buildings  for  Modern  Farming'   is  what  NBC  will  feat'oi-e  on  the  National  Farm 
and  Home  Houi'^  Sat.  August  1^  in  cooperation  with  the  West  Coast  Lumbermen's  Associa- 
tion. 

'Danger  of  Over-E:>qpansion  in  the  Hog  Business''  -  AI4S  Hai'old  Breimyer  gives  the  rea- 
sons for  his  warning  in  ''Agricultiu-e  USA'   over  the  Clear  Cliannel  stations  during  the 
August  1  weekend. 

"International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees  Now  in  this  Countiy'       Info.  Dir.  Ted  Hutch- 
croft,   of  the  i-l-H  Club  Foundation  reports  from  the  midpoint  meeting  of  IFYE's  in 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  on  the  'American  Farmer;  program  over  ABC  Sat.  Aug.  1. 
"Claude  Mahoney '  Farm  Pveport''  will  be  heard  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  the  Mutual  Net  at 
12; 05  EDT. 


In  the  News  on  Your  Tapes 


63Q7? 

65Q79 
66Q79 


'  New  'Midv/est  Seaports  \  Pose  Imported  Pest  Pi-oblem"  ■-  so  e:rplains  Eugene 
Pxeagan,  head  of  ARS  plant  quarantine  work^   to  Howard  Hass  of  ArS  Info. 

TIME:  k  18 

'The  Cotton  Business  Looks  Up'    •   That's  the  optimistic  outlook  of  Doris 
in  charge  of  Al-iS  outlook  studies  on' cot  con. 


Raf  lei- , 

•  New  Effort  to  Knock  Out  Cattle  T-B 


TIME:  l7!-2 
Jim  Ci'abtree.  R&TV    comments  on  new 


studies  starting  at  Mich,  and  Wis.  U.  TIME:  l.-lo 

'  Storm  V/arning  on  Cattle'       AI'-IS  economist  Harold  B.'^'eimyer  analj'-zes  the 
cattle  outlook,  ^.'arns  of  the  threat  ahead;  and  advises  cattlemen  whao  they 
can  do  about  it .  TIME :  2 : l6 


Sincere  ]y. 


LajTie  Beaty  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


M  R  V 

'^''^^i  RECORD 


RFO  LETTm 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Deax  Farm  Broadcaster; 


July  31,  1959 
Letter  No.  883 


Today  the  Outlook  Board  of  the  Department  issued  important  analyses  of  "both 
our  feed  and  food  sitiiations: 

Pork  Dominates  Close-Up  Food  Picture 

Outstanding  feature  in  food  during  the  next  several  months,  as  these  USDA 
marketing  specialists  see  it,  is  pork.    They  expect  heavy  supplies  and  lover 
prices  of  pork.    They  think  ve  may  get  small  increases  over  a  year  ago  in  beef 
and  lamh.    Somevhat  more  eggs  and  t;xrkey  than  last  summer  and  early  fall.  Supplies 
of  chicken  -  although  plentiful  -  doim  a  little.    Lower  Government  stocks  of  dairy 
products,  "but  production  and  commercial  stocks  ifill  amount  to  enough  for  civilians 
to  use  those  products  at  ahoirb  the  same  rate  as  a  year  ago.    Bigger  supplies  of 
frozen  concentrated  orange  juice  are  on  hand  this  summer,  hut  most  other  processed 
fruits  and  vegetables  remain  ahoxit  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    We'll  have  some- 
what more  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  available.    As  they  size  up  supplies,  in 
general  we'll  have  somewhat  more  food.    Consijmer  demand  will  remain  high  but 
retail  food  prices  will  continue  to  aveirage  a  little  lower  because  of  larger 
supplies.    In  their  report,  these  marketing  specia3J.sts  point  out  that  there  are 
differences  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  so  in  anal^^zing  the  situation  they 
are  now  giving  more  attention  to  regional  patterns  of  food  use. 

Four  BiLLion  Bushel  Com  Crop 

Near  record  feed  grain  production  and  a  record  supply  of  feed  grains  is  in 
prospect.    The  bumper  corn  crop  this  year,  forecast  in  July  at  over  k.2  billion 
bushels,  is  expected  to  about  offset  reductions  in  output  of  the  other  three  feed 
grains.    This  is  the  third  year  of  large  feed  grain  production.    The  experts 
credit  the  big  crops  to  generally  favorable  weather,  more  use  of  fertilizer,  and 
better  grovring  practices.    This  is  the  first  time  in  history  vre've  ever  had  a  com 
crop  of  over  four  billion  bushels.    The  corn  acreage  this  year  \ms  the  largest  in 
ten  years,  with  most  of  the  nearly  11  million  acre  increase  in  the  Corn  Belt 
States.    About  95  percent  of  the  total  U.S.  acreage  in  com  was  planted  with 
hybrid  seed.    These  specialists  see  another  increase  in  livestock  production  in 
prospect  for  1959-60.    If  the  quality  of  the  feed  grain  crops  is  average  or 
better,  the  feeding  rate  per  animal  may  go  down  frm  the  record  level  of  last 
year.    But  they  look  for  the  trend  toward  liberal  feeding  to  continue,  especially 
in  cattle.    Increased  output  per  animal  is  expected  to  maintain  the  feeding  rate 
above  average.    Poultry  numbers  are  expected  to  level  off  in  1959-^0.    Farms  will 
have  some  feirer  hens  and  pu3J.ets  next  printer. 
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Marge  Given  Biggar  and  Better  Lilting 


Pres.      ^5gr.  George  Biggar,  irLBKj  EeKalb,  111.,  tells  us  they've  adopted 
a  definite  policy  of  helping  move  plentiful  farm  foods  from  the  stores.    In  line 
with  that  policy,  their  Women's  Dir.,  Mrs.  Marge  Given,  is  giving  tips  on  buying 
such  foods  and  suggesting  attractive  ways  to  serve  them,  on  her  "Better  Living" 
program  Mon.  thru  Fri.  from  10:30  to  11:00  a.m.    She  credits  the  U.  of  111., 
USDA,  and  other  sources  with  providing  her  with  a  lot  of  ideas  on  foods  to  feature. 

Sweet  Thoughts  from  the  Researchers 

Honey  may  make  a  comeback  in  medicines.    Scientists  of  the  Phila.  College 
of  Pharmacy  and  Science,  on  contract  with  the  USDA,  have  found  this  oldtime  home 
remedy  for  coughs  and  colds  is  highly  suitable  for  wider  use  in  many  modem 
medicines.    By  adding  sorbic  acid  to  solutions  of  honey  and  v/ater,  they  have  also 

found  they  can  preserve  such  solutions  from  spoiling  ARS  and  Calif.  State 

plant  breeders  report  good  news  for  candy-makers.    They've  made  good  progress 
toward  developing  trees  to  produce  small-sized  almonds  of  the  shape  to  suit  the 
candy  manufacturers.    To  speed  up  the  breeding,  they  graft  buds  of  promising 
selections  to  mature  trees.    In  this  way,  they  get  new  shoots  mature  enough  to 
bear  fruit  in  two  or  three  years  compared  with  many  years  needed  to  mat^lre  a  seed- 
ling tree  Working  with  rust-resistant  strains  of  ryegrass  introduced  from 

Uruguay,  Mississippi  and  USDA  researchers  have  developed  nevr  strains  that  show  a 
high  degree  of  crown  rust  resistance.    In  the  South  where  ryegrass  is  grown  for 
seed,  the  crown  rust  disease  can  ruin  the  seed  crop. 

Special  Film  for  Farm-City  Week  Use 

Our  Motion  Pictiire  Service  is  at  work  now  producing  an  interesting  film  on 
"vratersheds  for  special  use  during  Farm-City  Week  this  year,  Nov.  20-26.  Watch 
for  details  of  availability,  etc. 

Agric\iltural  Prices  Down  a  Little 

The  Crop  Reporting  Board  this  afternoon  reported  the  index  of  prices 
farmers  received  dropped  two  points,  chiefly  due  to  lower  prices  for  hogs, 
potatoes,  oranges,  beef  cattle,  and  watermelons.    Partially  offsetting  were 
higher  prices  for  eggs,  cotton,  and  milk.    Prices  paid  for  farm  production  goods 
declined  a  little  from  June  to  July,  but  prices  paid  for  family  living  rose  to 
a  new  record  high.    The  Parity  Ratio  held  unchanged  from  a  month  earlier  at  8l. 

Iifeny  Nations  to  Study  U.S.  Watersheds 

Here  at  the  Department  August  10,  32  representatives  from  19  countries  will 
begin  a  watershed  management  seminar  and  tour  sponsoi^d  by  FAO  of  the  United 
Nations.    During  the  tour  they'll  visit  many  parts  of  the  coiontry  to  view  various 
watershed  conservation  and  development  projects,  study  the  management  and  engineer- 
ing aspects  of  water,  soil,  and  forest  management,  from  Indian  tribal  lands  to 
TVA,  until  the  final  sessions  here  Oct.  10.    The  coxantries  represented  will  be 
Argentina,  Brazil,  Burma,  Chile,  Ceylon,  El  Salvador,  Greece,  Honduras,  India, 
Israel,  Jamaica,  Madagascar,  New  Zealand,  Pakistan,  The  Philippine  Republic, 
Sudan,  Thailand,  Turkey  and  Venezuela.    A  number  of  Federal  and  local  agencies 
will  cooperate  with  UN's  Food  and  Agricultural  Orgeinization  in  the  seminar  and 
tour.    The  program  was  developed  at  the  request  of  FAO  and  includes  visits  in 
Ariz.,  Cal.,  Colo.,  Del.,  Ga. ,  Mich.,  Mss.,  Neb.,  N.C.,  Ohio,  Okla. ,  Pa.,  Texas, 
Utah,  W.  Va.  and  V^yo. 
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Open  Doors  to  Farm  Broadcasters 

If  you  think  there  are  fewer  stations  doir^  a  professional  type  of  farm 
broadcasting,  note  that  the  Triangle  stations  (owned  hy  the  Triangle  Publishing 
Company,  Philadelphia)  are  seeking  suitable  f am  broadcasters  for  VIFTL,  Phila. , 
and  WffiF  and  VJUBF-TV,  Binghamton,  N.Y.    Triangle  also  ovns  KHIE,  Fresno,  Calif., 
vhere  I^IATRFD  v. p.  IJally  Erickson  operates.    Wally  has  the  job  of  revievang 
applications  for  the  new  farm  broadcasting  positions. ...... .Another  position  open 

is  on  KFBB,  Great  Falls,  Mont.    Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Bud  Blanchette, 
on  that  station. 

From  our  Co^ontry  Correspondents 

Our  Foreign  Ag.  Service  reports  the  Dutch  have  passed  a  bill  to  license  the 
sale  of  frozen  ready-to-cook  poultry  in  groceries  and  general  food  stores. 
Pre\'lously  such  licenses  were  limited  to  small  dealers  and  street  vendors.  FAS 
figures  the  new  law  gives  Netherlanders  wider  opportunity  to  buy  good-quality 
frozen  poultry,  and  it  notes  Dutch  importers  showing  more  interest  in  importing 

U.S.  ready-to-cook  poultry.    lurports  are  already  increasing..  Yugoslavia 

ejqjects  to  fatten  200,000  cattle  and  100,000  hogs  of  improved  breeds  this  year. 
The  new  livestock  program  calls  for  large  imports  of  breeding  stock.  Yugoslavs 
have  sho^m  interest  in  inrporting  some  U.S.  livestock. ........ .The  Federation  of 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  has  harvested  a  record  19^  million  pound  flue-ciared 
tobacco  crop.    It  now  has  a  tobacco  trade  delegation  on  a  2-month  tour  to  study 
types,  grades  and  prices  of  tobacco  being  imported  by  Australia,  Hew  Zealand,  Japan 

China  and  countries  in  the  Middle  East  and  northern  Africa  .Queensland, 

Aiistralia,  has  h^arvested  a  record  peanut  crop  -  about  28,000  tons.  Further 
expansion  seems  likely. 

Big  Shift  West  in  Vegetable  Pattern 

Growing  of  vegetables  for  processing  has  doubled  in  the  past  twenty  years. 
Vegetable  acreage  has  climbed  only  20  percent,  but  yields  have  increased  almost 
70  percent.    So  says  A1<K  in  its  review  of  the  "Vegetable  Situation"  issued  this 
week.    It  notes,  however,  that  90  percent  of  the  total  increase  resulted  from  a 
doubling  of  acreage  in  the  Western  Region.    That  region  showed  the  sharpest 
increase  in  yield  and  the  highest  average  yield  per  acre.    True,  tonnage  increased 
in  all  regions  except  the  South  Atlantic,  but  the  increase  in  the  West  iras 
phenomenal.    There  output  increased  more  than  four- fold.    The  West  largely 
accounted  for  the  overall  expansion  of  the  industry.    The  Western  Region  has 
consistently  increased  in  relative  importance,  from  20  percent  of  the  U.S.  total 
twenty  years  ago  to  k6  percent  in  the  past  three  years.    In  spite  of  a  big  increase 
in  tonnage  of  vegetables  for  processing  in  the  North  Central  Region,  this  Region 
has  declined  in  importance  from  k2  to  32  percent  of  the  total. 

Cool  Ride  on  Flatcar  Piggyback 

AMS  marketing  researchers  have  compared  the  shipping  of  fresh  meat  on  two 
rail  cars  "vrLth  mechanical  refrigeration,  two  mechanically  refrigerated  trailers 
carried  from  city  to  city  piggyback  on  a  railroad  flatcar,  and  an  ice-refrigerated 
rail  car.    Tenrperat-ures  in  the  ice  refrigerated  car  fluctuated  more  than  in  the 
others,  especially  when  the  train  was  standing  still.    One  of  the  mechanically 
refrigerated  cars  kept  the  air  ajid  the  beef  tesperatures  at  the  proper  level, 
the  other  had  a  unit  that  didn't  work  properly.    Temperatures  in  the  rear  of  the 
loads  in  the  trailers  were  somewhat  higher  than  desirable,  but  the  marketing 
experts  figure  ducts  to  carry  cool  air  from  the  refrigerating  unit  to  the  rear  of 
the  trailer  would  help  remedy  that  situation. 


Kadderly  Back  from  Japan  Soon 


Our  regtilar  circularizing  of  the  mailing  list  brings  in  a  nevsy  letter  from 
Wallace  Kadderly  in  Tokyo  where  he  \rent  last  Christmas  to  stay  six  months  on 
special  assignment  with  ICA,  and  is  now  staying  nearly  ten.    Says  he  and  Ada  will 
return  to  their  home  in  Portland,  Ore.,  in  late  September.    Hopes  to  get  back  into 
farm  broadcasting.    Long-time  farm  broadcaster  (KOAC,  Corvallis;  KGW,  Portland) 
chief  of  the  USDA  radio  service,  and  foreign  technical  assistance  trainer  in  agri. 
communications  (Europe,  Latin  America,  and  Asia),  Wallace  vnrote  several  months 
ago  about  his  work  editing  several  bulletins  on  ag.  comm.  for  use  in  Japanese,  but 
was  particularly  happy  to  follow  through  with  some  of  the  Japanese  broadcasters  ^ 
and  editors  he  had  helped  train  in  a  special  project  over  here  in  1957.    He  helped 
run  the  Far  East  Agri,  Ext.  and  Info.  Workshop  in  Taiwan  a  while  back,  and 
recently  participated  in  a  Far  East  Seed  Improvement  Workshop.    Lots  of  seeds  he's 
planted  aromid  the  world  are  still  sprouting. 

TV  Packages  on  Department  Research 

ARS  "Research  Roimdup"  -  k  one-min-one-pix  TV  concentrates  -  will  include 
next  week:     (l)  Traffic  Control,  Barnyard  Style;  (2)  How  Tender  Is  My  Chicken?; 
(3)  Vfeather  for  the  Bugs;  and  (k)  Plants  Get  the  Needle,  Too. 

"Pest  Eradication  TV  Package"  -  vrill  review  some  pest  control  programs, 
illustrating  developments  ;^th  eight  pictures.    Mailing  this  week. 

"Expanding  Market  for  Animal  Fats"  -  shown  in  k  picti-tres  of  different  uses 
devised  by  our  scientists  and  including  feeds  and  plastics,  umbrellas  and 
detergents. 

Recordings  Ready  for  Your  Tapes 

20A79     "Integration  in  the  Egg  Business"  -  VJhat  this  trend  may  mean  to  your  egg 
producers,  as  estimated  by  Pete  Keay  and  Morris  Pritchard,  AMS.  TIME: 3: 35 

67QT9     "I'Jhat's  Ahead  in  the  Hog  Business"  -  Livestock  economist  Harold  Breimyer, 
AMS,  outlines  the  decisions  hog  producers  now  face.  TIME:  2:0^ 

68Q79      "Importing  Beetles  to  Kill  Aphids"  -  Howard  Hass,  ARS,  tells  of  plan  to 
import  beetles  from  England  to  protect  U.S.  fir  trees  from  a  dangerous 
aphid.  TIME:  1:38 

Swimming  into  Farm  Nets  Next  Vfeek 

"International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees"  iri.ll  be  heard  from  their  conference  at 
Lincoln,  Nebraska,  on  "Agric\xlture  USA"  during  the  weekend  of  Aug.  8. 
"British  Farm  Host  for  World  Plowing  Matches"  -  Steve  Cheveley,  BBC,  vrill  inter- 
view Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Craig,  owners  of  the  farm  where  the  Matches  will  be  held, 
on  the  "American  Farmer"  program  over  ABC,  Sat.  August  8. 

"Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  Report"  will  be  heard  Mon.  thru  Fri.  on  Mutual  Net.  See 
your  local  listings. 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clarence  Miller  will  discuss  "The  Livestock 
and  Meat  Marketing  Situation"  on  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  over  I^IBC,  on 
Saturday,  August  8. 


Sincerely, 


Radio  L  Television  Service 


